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Alexander Davis is a fundraising professional with nonprofit, campaign, and consulting 
experience serving as the Columbus College of Art and Design’s first director of major gifts. 
Davis previously served at the Gateway Film Center as their first director of development from 
October 2016 to October 2020. There, he was responsible for growing their annual fundraising 
from $18,000 to more than $400,000 through a mix of new public and private grants, 
corporate sponsorships, and individual donors, thus positioning the organization for long-
term fundraising health. Davis also served as a senior leader for all strategic planning and 
chief representative of the organization to internal and external audiences, helping the center 
achieve its greatest attendance and revenue years ever. Before moving to Columbus in 2016, 
Davis served as the executive director of development for HillVets, a startup veterans’ service 
organization based in Washington, D.C. He has experience managing political campaigns in 
Virginia and Maryland and was the political director for a Washington, D.C., mayoral 
campaign in 2014. He has also spent time working as a consultant, leading strategy and 
messaging for local and statewide candidate campaigns in Massachusetts, Virginia, 
Pennsylvania, and Ohio. Davis currently serves on the board of Equality Ohio as treasurer and 
chairs the legislative and finance committees of that organization. He and his husband, 
Chase, live in Columbus with their dogs, Oliver and Winston. 
 
Dionne Custer Edwards is a writer, educator, and associate director of education at the 
Wexner Center for the Arts, where she created Pages, an arts-and-writing program for 
students and teachers. She also conceptualized and developed WorldView: Global 
Intersections in Contemporary Art, Expanded Classroom, and Call + Response, a program 
engaging youths in active, service-driven learning. Custer Edwards’ interests include the 
literary arts, arts-integrated education initiatives, program development and management, 
diversity, inclusion, equity, and accessibility. She enjoys working hands-on with artists 
and educators to address the topics and issues of our time. Custer Edwards has served on 
a variety of nonprofit boards, including two school boards. She has also received awards and 
fellowships for her work in the arts. In 2014 and 2016, she was nominated for a Greater 
Columbus Arts Council Community Arts Partnership award. She has a MA in arts education 
and creative writing from Antioch University, and a BA in English from the Ohio State 
University. 
 
Jessie Glover is a collaborative theatre artist, producer, researcher, teacher, and advocate 
for the arts. She is a lecturer at Otterbein University and teaches theatre at the Marion 
Correctional Institution, where she leads the Theater of Conviction program. Glover is the 
founder and lead facilitator for Ohio Prison Arts Connection, a coalition of people from 
around the state that exists first and foremost to increase access to arts experiences and arts 
participation for Ohioans locked up in our state’s prisons. In her role as lead facilitator, Glover 
has conducted research on existing arts programs and built relationships and working teams 
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to develop relationships and plan convenings. She was also a founding board member for 
Wild Goose Creative, a nonprofit community arts space in Columbus. As a founding board 
member, Glover planned projects, played a lead role in strategic planning and fundraising, 
developed the organization’s grants portfolio, curated gallery shows, helped artists develop 
ideas and programs, and much more. 
 
Tiffany Graham is a senior project director for LAND studio. Graham joined LAND studio’s 
predecessor organization, Cleveland Public Art, in January 2003 to work on developing the 
City of Cleveland’s percent for art legislation. She enjoys the challenge of figuring out the best 
possibilities for public spaces and finding the right artist or designer to bring those projects to 
life. Prior to joining the staff at Cleveland Public Art, Graham worked for the Civic Innovation 
Lab, a program of the Cleveland Foundation that encouraged creative forms of economic 
development. She has a master’s degree in urban planning, design, and development from 
Cleveland State University, and she earned a bachelor’s degree in English and creative writing 
from Kenyon College. 
 
DeMarcus Akeem Suggs is an arts and culture advocate with more than 10 years of 
experience in the nonprofit arts sector. In that time, he has worked as a dance artist, 
educator, and arts administrator fueled by a passion to cultivate and sustain a vibrant, 
equitable, accessible, and people-centric arts sector. Following his graduation from Belhaven 
University’s BFA in dance program, Akeem Suggs performed with the Dayton Contemporary 
Dance Company, Dayton Ballet, Verb Ballets, Neos Dance Theatre, and many other 
choreographic projects. A firm believer in the “lift as you climb” adage, Akeem Suggs has 
worked to develop artists of all ages at institutions that include Cleveland School of the Arts, 
Ohio Northern University, and Oberlin College. He has also led workshops on art integration 
for public school educators. His leadership experience includes work as the program director 
for the Victory Project, education and engagement coordinator with Victoria Theatre 
Association (now Dayton Live), and director of education and outreach with Neos Dance 
Theatre. While currently in his final year of the Master of Arts in Arts Administration program 
at the University of Akron, Akeem Suggs serves as both a graduate assistant for the National 
Center for Choreography – Akron and as a resource synergist at Alternate ROOTS, where he 
leads the organization’s development strategies. 
 
John Stulz is a member of the Paris-based Ensemble Intercontemporain and is a founding 
co-artistic director of VIVO Music Festival in his hometown of Columbus, Ohio. He has 
performed viola around the world with organizations and ensembles like Klangforum Wien 
(Vienna, Austria); the Marlboro Music Festival; Ensemble Modern (Frankfurt, Germany); 
Omnibus Ensemble (Tashkent, Uzbekistan); Talea Ensemble (New York City); the Boston 
Modern Orchestra Project; and the St. Paul Chamber Orchestra. From 2007 to 2012, Stulz was 
founding co-artistic director of the Los Angeles-based What's Next? Ensemble with conductor 
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Vimbayi Kaziboni. Under their joint leadership, What's Next? presented the works of more 
than 70 Southern California composers, as well as masterpieces by composers ranging from 
Gérard Grisey to JacobTV. Stulz’s original compositions have been presented by the New 
Philharmonic (Omaha), Splendor Amsterdam, the Van Abbenmuseum (Eindhoven), the String 
Orchestra of Brooklyn, and Omnibus Ensemble. He studied at the University of Southern 
California (BM, 2010), New England Conservatory (MM, 2013), and was a fellow at Carnegie 
Hall's Ensemble ACJW (2011-2013). His primary teachers include Kim Kashkashian, Donald 
McInnes, Garth Knox, and Roland and Almita Vamos. 
 
Leila Tamari is an independent consultant working at the intersection of equitable cultural 
community development and philanthropy. Most recently, Tamari was senior program officer 
at ArtPlace America, a $150-million collaboration among foundations, federal agencies, and 
financial institutions. During her tenure at ArtPlace, Tamari led the National Creative 
Placemaking Fund, a $86-million national grantmaking initiative that builds relationships 
with grantee partners ranging from city governments to individual artists. She has worked 
across urban, rural, and indigenous contexts at regional, state, and local scales. Prior to her 
work at the national scale, Tamari worked at Creative Time, where she led various 
engagement initiatives and produced a diverse range of major public art projects in New York 
City. As a widely respected expert in the creative placemaking field, Tamari often advises on 
creative approaches within a wide range of sectors, from community wealth building, to 
healing and wellness, and much more. Her work has been featured by Inside Philanthropy 
and Grantmakers in the Arts. She is founding board member of Of/By/For/All.  Tamari is a 
native New Yorker and first-generation North American. 
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