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Katie Beck is a creative community builder, director, writer, facilitator, speaker, and “artivist” 
who works to build spaces that highlight and prioritize underrepresented voices. Since 
establishing Gum-Dip Theatre in 2016, Beck has produced or directed nearly 80 performances 
that celebrate, challenge, and reinvent community identity through neighborhood story 
circles and pay-what-you-can performances. Recent directing credits include “Denied 
Admission,” “My North Hill,” “Imprisoned,” “Namaste-WHAT?,” “In Search of Alternative 
Dreams,” and “Into the Mold.” In 2017, she helped the Better Block Foundation to open the 
Exchange House, which is a public space that celebrates cultures and cultivates community 
capacity through partnerships, programming, and built environment. At the beginning of 
2020, Beck stepped into the role of executive director for the North Akron Community 
Development Corporation (NACDC), a nonprofit building upon physical infrastructure, 
cultural heart, creative spirit, history, and the entrepreneurial drive of artists and local small 
business owners in North Hill. NACDC's public spaces include the Exchange House, the 
Backyard, the upcoming Market House, NoHi Pop-up, and NoTique. Beck is a newly 
appointed member of the City of Akron’s Public Art Commission and a recipient of Greater 
Akron Chamber’s “30 for the Future” Award in 2019. She also received an Arts Alive! 
Outstanding Artist in Theatre Award in 2018, a 2017 Akron Fellowship for League of Creative 
Interventionists, and two Knight Arts Challenge Awards in 2016 and 2019. Beck holds a 
Bachelor’s of Art in theatre, writing, and community and justice studies from Allegheny 
College in Meadville, Pennsylvania. 
 
Peter Huston is principal owner of FilmAffects LLC, is on the board of directors at the Lake 
Erie Island Historical Society, and is a past-president of the Ottawa County Visitors Bureau. 
After finishing studies at Ohio State University’s School for Film, Huston attended Boston 
University, where he received his degree in broadcasting and film from the School of Public 
Communication in 1981. In 1992, Huston co-produced “WorldScape,” a 13-part PBS series 
hosted by Walter Cronkite featuring maritime historical painter John Stobart. The following 
year, Huston and two partners established Emotion Pictures and created the award-winning 
series “The Visionaries,” hosted by Sam Waterston. In 2010, he established FilmAffects to 
pursue documentary and factual program production. His current project is titled “Glass 
Ceiling - The Victoria Woodhull Story.” Huston also directed the EMMY-nominated  
documentaries “Battle of Lake Erie Bicentennial” and “Trail Magic, The Grandma Gatewood 
Story.” As a director and senior producer, Huston has continued to produce programming for 
PBS, Hallmark, Odyssey, and Home & Garden, and he has co-produced a feature film.  He 
continues to do scores of corporate and educational projects. Huston was honored as Put-in-
Bay Islander of the Year, is a past chairman of the planning board, and director of the 
bicentennial celebration for the Perry Group (Friends of Perry’s Victory and International 
Peace Memorial).   
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Minju Kim is an active chamber and orchestral musician who has performed throughout 
North America and abroad. She has made appearances at festivals such as Festival de 
Febrero, Artosphere Music Festival, Strings Music Festival, Britt Festival, IMS Prussia Cove, 
and Caroga Lake Music Festival and has performed extensively with ensembles such as the 
Jankovic Ensemble for string quartet and guitar and the Khemia Ensemble. Kim has also 
been featured in broadcast media, such as American Public Media’s “Performance Today,” 
and WCLV. Kim is the second violin principal of CityMusic Cleveland, former acting concert 
mistress of Evansville Philharmonic, and has played with the Cleveland Orchestra and 
Akron Symphony, among other performing arts organizations. She serves as faculty at the 
Cleveland Institute of Music Preparatory and is an assistant professor of violin and viola at 
the University of Akron School of Music. In the past, Kim taught at Encore Chamber Music, 
Community Music School at Oberlin College, Indiana University (IU) Summer String 
Academy, and as an assistant instructor at IU’s Jacobs School of Music. Kimfounded and 
directs the Third Culture Ensemble, an organization that brings professional musicians, 
music students, and local arts and social organizations together to serve diverse 
communities through music.  Kim received her Doctor of Music at the IU Jacobs School of 
Music, is a recipient of the Assistant Instructor Fellowship and Artistic Excellence Award, 
and studied under Grigory Kalinovsky, Mauricio Fuks, and the late Ik-Hwan Bae. She has 
dedicated her time in Indiana toward teaching in various public educational settings, 
including Habitat4Music and the Fairview Violin Project serving underperforming or 
underfunded public schools through extracurricular music education programs. Bringing 
focus to works by living female composers, Kim wrote her doctoral dissertation on a set of 
string quartets by Pulitzer Prize winner and composer Caroline Shaw. She studied with Paul 
Kantor at the Cleveland Institute of Music, where she completed her Bachelor and Master of 
Music degrees at the Colburn School pre-college program. Kim is a certified ELDOA 
practitioner, and a long-time yoga enthusiast, passionate about educating musicians on 
mind, body, and health; injury prevention; and becoming a well-rounded musician. 

Meredith L. King makes words and sounds collide on the stage through her work as a 
playwright, performer, lyricist, and composer. Kingis currently an artist and creative producer 
with Maelstrom Collaborative Arts in Cleveland, where her artistic work includes creating 
original work for Short Form, Bricolage, Saturnalia, Inferno, and the Wandering. Her credits 
include work with Blindspot Collective, Women’s Theatre Festival’s Occupy the Stage, 
Cleveland Public Theatre’s Entry Point and Station Hope Programs, and Talespinner 
Children’s Theatre’s PLAYground. As a director, performer, and musician, King has worked 
with Round House Theatre’s Heyday Players, dog & pony dc, eXtreme eXchange, and the 
Hegira and African Continuum Theatre, and she has participated in the Kennedy Center’s 
Page to Stage Festival.  King received a B. from Stanford University and an MBA from Yale 
University. She has worked professionally as an arts administrator, teacher, and community 
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organizer on the national level. King creates work focused on people who live at the 
intersections—those who are simultaneously hypervisible and invisible, but whose stories 
rarely make it to the stage. King is passionate about theatre that brings the personal into the 
public and serves as a catalyst for connection and community building. 
 
 
Misty Ramos-Saviano is founder and director for P.A.L.S. for Healing. She is a therapist for 
the organization and has worked with families as an educator, art therapist, and counselor for 
more than seven years. Ramos-Saviano also works as a therapist and counselor serving 
adults and children individually, where she works with support groups, develops curriculum 
design, facilitates art therapy workshops and crisis response in schools and the community, 
and organizes training locally and nationally. She obtained her master’s degree in art therapy 
and counseling from Ursuline College, eye movement desensitization reprocessing training 
from the Humanitarian Assistance Program, and advanced certified trauma practitioner 
certification from the National Institute of Trauma and Loss in Children. She specializes in 
using trauma-informed therapies to assist individuals and families who have been exposed 
directly or indirectly to trauma and/or loss. Ramos-Saviano has assembled an impressive 
team of five certified professionals who assist her in providing services to youths and families 
in Cuyahoga County, in partnership with local school-based and community-based 
individuals who provide referrals and other services to P.A.L.S. and their customers. 
 
Ginger Schmalenberg is the resource and development director for Athens Mental Health 
Inc. (dba the Gathering Place), a drop-in center for peers with a lived experience of mental 
health and substance use disorders. Schmalenberg’s background is in nonprofit management 
and public administration, and she has worked with various community arts and social-
service nonprofit organizations throughout Southeastern Ohio for the past 18 years on issues 
of board and organizational development, communications outreach, program management, 
grantwriting, and fundraising. Her current work at the Gathering Place focuses on working 
with members, staff, and the board on furthering the mission of bringing awareness of mental 
illness and promoting advocacy for mental health and substance abuse recovery. She often 
uses arts programming in collaboration with community artists for this endeavor. 
 
 
Jonathan Sears is an artist,designer, and the founder and executive director of Professional 
Artistic Research Projects (PAR-Projects), a Cincinnati-based arts and education organization. 
As a lifelong artist—starting with magnet school in fifth grade and culminating with a Master 
of Fine Arts  from the University of Maryland in 2006—Sears has nationally exhibited his 
artwork at colleges and galleries, run a successful graphic design business, and taught upper-
level design at a handful of universities. Today, he and PAR-Projects are creating safe spaces 
for creative communities to gather, practice, flourish, exhibit, and enlighten.  
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