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Chris Anderson is the founder of Open Tone Music, an organization that provides access to 
premier music education and performance programming for all people. Through Open Tone 
Music, Anderson has reached thousands of individuals in the Northern Ohio area. After 
studying music education at Baldwin Wallace University, where he received his bachelor’s 
degree, Anderson went on to receive his master’s degree in music from the University of 
Akron. In addition to being a successful music educator, Anderson composes and performs 
many different styles of music. He has performed trombone with some of the best in the 
classical, jazz, gospel, Latin, and other musical idioms. Anderson has had the pleasure of 
performing with recording artists Clark Terry, John Fedchock, Jiggs Whigham, Jon Faddis, 
Nancy Wilson, Frank Wess, Louie Bellson, Aretha Franklin, Al Green, Barry Manilow, Bobby 
Caldwell, The Dizzy Gillespie All-Star Band featuring Slide Hampton, Phil Woods, Antonio 
Hart, and many others. Anderson has also been heard on national and international radio and 
television, including WCPN, BET, and HBO. He is also in demand as a clinician conducting 
music workshops for individuals of all ages throughout the U.S., South Africa, and India. 
Additionally, Anderson has displayed success in local and national solo competitions. He 
teaches at Oberlin Conservatory and can be heard featured on several CDs. More important 
than Anderson’s accolades is his passion to help improve the lives of young people and their 
communities. 
 
 
Ara G. Beal has worked in some combination of theatre and education for more than two 
decades. She's worked with Town Hall Theatre, PCPA Theatrefest, the Cardboard Box 
Collaborative, Rising Phoenix Theatre Company, YS Kids Playhouse, and Dare2Defy as a 
director, props artisan, set designer, light designer, stage manager, and producer. Her 
academic credentials include a BA from Wittenberg University, an MA from Miami University, 
and experience teaching at more than half a dozen colleges and universities.  Some of Beal’s 
favorite projects include, “Alice, Although,” an original a musical about Alice Roosevelt 
Longworth, “Fefu and Her Friends,” “Pentecost,” and “Really Rosie.” Most recently, she has 
worked through her company, Storybook Foundry, to help small nonprofits become better 
organized and clarify  their communications. Beal currently serves as executive director of 
Talespinner Children's Theatre in Cleveland, which produces original, multi-cultural 
performances for families. 
 
 
Donna Berry is a home healthcare professional who is also a lover of the arts. Affectionately 
known in the dance community as “Mama Berry,” she is a skilled seamstress and costume 
designer, props creator, event planner, and arts administrator. Berry has led teams in 
healthcare and in the arts since 1998. Previously, she was director of administration for the 
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nonprofit Errin Ministries, where she wore many hats. Berry sewed garments, developed and 
executed budgets, managed merchandising, and decorated event spaces, in addition to 
administering culturally relevant programming to the community.  Since 2019, Berry has 
served in the same capacity with Mojuba Dance Collective. With a passion for the arts and a 
keen eye for detail, she has served on the board of directors for Cleveland Dance Movement 
and was instrumental in the hosting of the International Association of Blacks in Dance 
Conference held in Cleveland in 2015. 
 
 
Ryan A. Bunch is the communications and outreach coordinator at the Arts Commission in 
Toledo, Ohio. Bunch manages the Creative Placemaking Program andfocuses on community 
programs, performing and literary arts, and strategic implementation and partnerships. He 
has proudly served on panels for Americans for the Arts, the Ohio Arts Council, and 
Cleveland’s Community Partnership for Arts and Culture’s Creative Workforce Fellowship. 
With more than 15 years of experience coordinating and organizing community events in the 
area, Bunch serves on the City of Toledo’s Human Relations Commission, Community and 
Neighborhoods Committee, and the Toledo Design Collaborative. He has also served as vice 
president of the UpTown Association CDC; co-founder of the Toledo SOUP microgrant 
program; co-founder of the Spoken Toledo storytelling program; trustee at Toledo's Frederick 
Douglass Community Association; committee member at the Ohio Theatre; trustee at the 
Village on Adams; founder of the Adams Street Zombie Crawl; and volunteer organizer, event 
planner, and MC for a number of other programs and events. Bunch has worked to elevate 
and promote local arts and artists as the former arts and entertainment editor at Toledo City 
Paper and music editor at Toledo.com. He was a 2016 recipient of Toledo's “20 Under 40” 
Leadership Award. Bunch studied nonprofit administration through the Washington Center 
program in Washington, D.C., and creative writing and humanities at the University of Toledo. 
He is a poet, writer, and spoken word performance artist whose works have been published 
both in print and online nationally and internationally and has been featured at numerous 
regional arts events. In his free time, Bunch is (very) slowly restoring a 1964 Chrysler Imperial 
named Pricilla.  
 
 
Katerina Fuller is an interdisciplinary artist/administrator/educator with the TRANSIT ARTS 
youth arts program. She is a professional artist who is based in Columbus, Ohio. Her creative 
works are focused in visual art, poetry, and music. Fuller, who now serves as TRANSIT ARTS’ 
program manager, has been a creative with the TRANSIT ARTS program for eight years and 
has developed a passion for uplifting and growing young artists. She has curated and 
designed multiple art shows for the TRANSIT ARTS program; has led workshops in poetry, art, 
singing, and drama; and has performed throughout Ohio with the TRANSIT ARTS 
Performance Group. Fuller has received numerous commissions and was recently one of four 
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winners of the citywide Art Makes Columbus/PromoWest Exhibit competition. She has 
created murals throughout Columbus, and her works have been shown in multiple Columbus 
galleries such as the King Arts Complex, McConnell Art Center, Blockfort, the Cultural Arts 
Center, and more.  Fuller creates images that comment on the world around her through the 
wonder generated by patterns and colors. She is inspired to show the unique beauty and 
cadence found in the patterns of those she paints, saying, “people radiate vibration and 
color, creating their own personal patterns that reflect their own personalities." Fuller’s 
poems were recently published in Candor - From Poetry to Pros(e). 
 
 
Gary Minyard is the vice president of education and engagement at Dayton Live, the largest 
performing arts center in the Dayton region. This is where Minyard fulfills his mission of 
strengthening community engagement in the arts through inspiring performances, 
educational opportunities, and world-class venues by being a creative and passionate leader. 
The education and engagement team Minyard oversees creates unique opportunities for 
100,000 patrons a year who want a deeper dive into the themes and styles of performances by 
artists who perform in the Dayton region. As an educational leader, Minyard believes that 
participation in the arts is an essential component of every citizen’s well-being. He co-teaches 
a class at the University of Dayton titled “Theatre in Education” and is a published contributor 
to numerous arts-in-education articles. Previously, Minyard was the lead curriculum designer 
for a new educational project called SMALLab at Arizona State University (ASU). Minyard 
graduated with an MFA in theatre for youth and directing from ASU in 2007. He also studied at 
the University of Houston and trained at the L'Ecole Internationale de Théâtre Jacques Lecoq 
in Paris. Minyard is the president of the Ohio Arts Professionals Network and the past chair of 
the American Alliance for Theatre and Education. He is also an active member of Theatre for 
Young Audiences, the Society of American Fight Directors,  and the Theatre Communications 
Group. He has toured extensively as an actor, director, and teaching artist through 48 of our 
50 states (plus one territory!) with several professional theatre companies. 
 
Julie Ward has more than 28 years of experience working in a nonprofit setting. Ward has 
been a board member of the Somerset Artists' Cooperative for six years and is currently 
serving as treasurer. She has been able to transfer the skills she developed in her career to 
help build the capacity of a small community-based nonprofit. Ward also is a jewelry artist, 
repurposing vintage components from costume jewelry, buttons, and beads; and is currently 
having fun learning to play with clay and alcohol inks. 
 

Ohio Arts r;\
A
�-

couNCI L ,�, 
.. 


