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Andrew Carter is co-founder of Watch Me Grow Ohio. He earned his Bachelor of Arts and 
Sciences in international relations from Shawnee State University and now serves on 
Shawnee State University’s alumni council.  He is president of the Fourteenth Street 
Community Center, co-founder of Trillium Project, founder of Portsmouth Block Party, and a 
City of Portsmouth Steering Committee member. He also serves as Mid Atlantic Arts 
Foundation CAFTA advisor. Carter is a member of the Portsmouth NAACP unit and recognized 
as one of the most prominent voices in the Ohio, West Virginia, and Kentucky tristate area, 
advocating for a more humane, inclusive, and ethical region.  Carter grew up in urban 
Appalachia’s public housing and has a sense of responsibility to shine a light on what seems 
to be a forgotten people, a theme referenced in much of his creative music.  By using social 
media as a platform, he has been able to hold difficult discussions and to provide access to 
critical information.  More recently, he has been cultivating farming knowledge and engaging 
others throughout the community in the practice of sustainable living—an experience he calls 
“from the hood to the woods.” His current projects include From The Hood To The Woods, a 
YouTube series where hip-hop meets homesteading, and Drew Carter Live, a series of 
Facebook Live interviews documenting extraordinary people with unique 
backgrounds. Carter is passionate about culture, travel, and social justice, and he resides on a 
small farm in Portsmouth, Ohio.  
  
Kandace Cleland earned a BA in theatre studies/MAT from Kent State University and is a 
former theatre arts teacher. She also taught at Canfield Village Middle School. Cleland serves 
as the resident artistic director/managing director for Stage Left Players, a nonprofit 
community theatre in Lisbon, Ohio, where she continues to foster creative abundance 
through online productions during the COVID-19 pandemic. Cleland has written, published, 
and produced more than a dozen one-act musicals for children’s theatre, as well as holiday 
specials that have become staples in her community. Her efforts have created a lifeline in 
revitalizing the Trinity Playhouse as a performing arts and community venue. She continues 
to find joy in collaborating with friends while honing her directing, acting, playwriting, and 
costuming skills.  
  
Cameron Dedrick is a visual art teacher, media arts teacher, and assistant marching band 
director for Ashland High School in Ashland, Ohio, where he also teaches foundations of 2D 
and 3D art, drawing, printmaking, sculpture, and graphic design/video production.  He holds 
a Bachelor of Science in art education from Ashland University and a Master of Arts in 
educational technology from Baldwin-Wallace College. In his undergraduate program, 
Dedrick was heavily involved in the music department, participating in marching band, 
concert band, university choir, and performing with the Chamber Singers. He is a member of 
Kappa Kappa Psi National Honorary Band Fraternity and is a former assistant stage manager 
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for the Ashland Symphony. In addition, Dedrick is a Google Certified Educator, Level 2, and 
currently serves as a district technology coach at Ashland High School. He is a committee 
member for both the Ashland County Community Foundation and the Ashland University 
College of Education. Dedrick is a member of the Ohio Art Education Association and the Ohio 
Alliance for Arts Education.  
  
Lydia Morgan is the founder and organizer of the Juneteenth Cincinnati festival. She has  
served as a board member for the Kennedy Heights Community Council in Cincinnati and 
served on the board of Housing Opportunities Made Equal. Morgan is a former educator and 
taught at E.H. Greene Intermediate School in Blue Ash, Ohio. A member of the Faith 
Community Alliance, Morgan serves as an elder and choir member at the Kennedy Heights 
Presbyterian Church. She has also served as a community board advisor for the National 
Underground Railroad Freedom Center. Morgan’s several honors include awards from the 
Urban League, the NAACP Educators Award, and the Cincinnati Enquirer’s “Women of the Year 
Award,” just to name a few. Morgan has a BS from Bennet College, an MA from Montclair State 
College, and a BA from Central State University.  
  
Patrick Roehrenbeck, a native of Columbus, has been working in the nonprofit sector for 
more than 19 years.  Roehrenbeck is currently the director of development at Shadowbox 
Live in Columbus. He continues to donate his time and efforts to strengthen arts and culture 
and social awareness throughout Central Ohio. Roehrenbeck served as executive director for 
Wild Goose Creative, executive director of the Columbus Gay Men’s Chorus, development 
officer at the Ohio History Connection (formerly the Ohio Historical Society) in Columbus, 
development consultant with the Ohio Alliance for Arts Education, and director of 
development at the Contemporary American Theatre Company (CATCO).  He holds a BA in 
economics from the University of Dayton.  
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