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Joe Bishara has worked on more than 200 theatrical projects at regional theatres across the 
United States as an award-winning actor, artist educator, director, and producer. He is the 
associate producing director for CATCO and CATCO is Kids, a coordinator for the Greater 
Columbus Arts Council’s playwriting fellowship program, and a frequent guest 
instructor/lecturer at academic institutions across Ohio. Mr. Bishara is a proud graduate of 
Ohio Wesleyan University, a member of AEA, and an associate member of SDC. 
 
Carrie Carpenter is the president and executive director of the Gordon Square Arts District, a 
Cleveland neighborhood focused on arts-based placemaking, arts programming, public art, 
support for the artist workforce, and marketing. She has more than 25 years of experience 
engaging leaders in community initiatives, building public relations campaigns, launching 
charitable programs, and designing initiatives to address the needs of cities. She is co-
founder and chair of the Women’s Networking Group-Cleveland, with more than 15,000 
members focused on women’s empowerment in the workplace. Ms. Carpenter served for 11 
years as senior vice president, regional director of public affairs for Citizens Bank, where she 
directed the charitable foundation and media relations. Ms. Carpenter earned her BA magna 
cum laude from Kent State University in political science and women’s studies and her 
masters in strategic public relations from George Washington University. She currently serves 
on the board of the Cleveland Foundation and as vice chair of the Greater Cleveland Food 
Bank board. She is the past president of the board of Cleveland Public Theatre, past vice chair 
of the Greater Cleveland Film Commission, and served on the board of the Cleveland 
International Film Festival. 
 
Tim Cloeter is the artistic director of the Masterworks Chorale of Toledo and has more than 
25 years of experience in higher education, serving as an assistant professor at Bowling Green 
State University. Dr. Cloeter has directed men’s and mixed ensembles and taught courses in 
conducting, choral literature, diction, music theory, and aural skills. Dr. Cloeter is active in 
concert tours and guest conducting, and he was one of only five conductors in the nation to 
conduct movements of Robert Levin’s new completion of Mozart’s Mass in C Minor at a 
Carnegie Hall masterclass with the Orchestra of St. Luke’s. As a singer, he has considerable 
professional experience, with solo credits ranging from Bach cantatas to the national anthem 
at a New York Mets game. As a professional chorister, he has sung in the Aspen Chamber 
Choir; the Santa Fe Desert Chorale; the Opera Chorus of the Spoleto Festivals in Italy and 
Charleston, South Carolina; the Bachakademie Stuttgart; and the Oregon Bach Festival 
Chorus. Dr. Cloeter holds a Master of Music in choral conducting from Westminster Choir 
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College in New Jersey and a Doctor of Musical Arts in choral conducting from the University of 
Arizona. 
 
Reginald Harris, MSW, LISW-S, CTP is a political social worker, therapist, and arts educator. 
A former professional ballet dancer with 10 years of professional performing experience, he 
danced with the Joffrey Ballet of Chicago, Ballet Austin, River North Chicago Dance Company, 
and Dances Patrelle. Mr. Harris’ teaching experience began in Ballet Austin’s Academy in 2003 
and included a two-year stint as resident choreographer for the Ballet Conservatory of South 
Texas and four years as a company teacher for River North Chicago Dance Company. In 2009, 
Mr. Harris was one of a small group of arts educators to open the Chicago High School for the 
Arts (Chiarts)—Chicago’s first and only public performing arts high school. In 2011, Mr. Harris 
became the dance department chair at Chiarts and worked to build a comprehensive and 
intensive dance curriculum. For the past several years, Mr. Harris has had the honor of serving 
as dance panel adjudicator for the National Endowment for the Arts. He sits on the board of 
directors for Caracole in Cincinnati, Ohio, and is the c4 board chair for Equality Ohio in 
Columbus. Mr. Harris is a precinct executive for the Hamilton County Democratic Party and a 
vice chair for the Cincinnati Democratic Committee. As a certified trauma practitioner (CTP), 
Mr. Harris has developed an arts-focused training that addresses trauma and the ways in 
which it impacts students’ cognitive and emotional development and academic achievement. 
He works closely with arts education organizations on becoming trauma-informed. He holds 
a Bachelor of Liberal Studies in organizational leadership from Roosevelt University and a 
Master of Social Work from Boston University. Mr. Harris has dedicated his life to service, 
social and economic justice, and arts education through activism, community engagement, 
and advocacy. 
 
Lisa Ramsey is the deputy director for Trumbull Neighborhood Partnership (TNP), a 
nonprofit community development corporation that facilitates resident-driven neighborhood 
revitalization in Warren, Ohio. At TNP, she manages fiscal responsibilities for the organization 
and develops resources for blight remediation, demolition and land use, homeownership 
opportunities, local food and land use, public art, and community building events that are 
directly invested into Warren’s neighborhoods. She is a graduate of Youngstown State 
University with a BA in geography and a Bachelor or Science in Education. She graduated 
from Hiram College with a master’s in interdisciplinary studies with an emphasis on 
community development and public art. Ms. Ramsey also serves on the board of directors for 
the Fine Arts Council of Trumbull and on the board of trustees with the Trumbull County 
Historical Society. 
 
Ginger Schmalenberg, B.S.S., MPA, is the resource and development director for Athens 
Mental Health Inc., dba the Gathering Place, a drop-in center for peers with a lived experience 
of mental health and substance use disorders. Ms. Schmalenberg’s background is in nonprofit 
management and public administration, and she has worked with various community arts 
and social service nonprofit organizations in the Southeast Ohio region for the past 18 years 
on issues of board and organizational development, communications and outreach, program 
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management, grant writing, and fundraising. Her current work at the Gathering Place focuses 
on working with members, staff, and the board on furthering the mission and bringing 
awareness of mental illness and promoting advocacy for mental health and substance use 
abuse recovery, often using arts programming in collaboration with community artists for 
this endeavor. 
 
Tariq Tarey is director of refugee social services at Jewish Family Services. He serves on 
Ohio’s New African Immigrants Commission and the Franklin County Board of 
Commissioners’ New American Advisory Council. Mr. Tarey is a decorated documentary 
photographer and videographer. In 2006, Mr. Tarey’s photographic exhibit, “Forlorn in Ohio,” 
which documented the plight of Somali refugees, appeared at the Kiaca Gallery and Wright 
State University. In 2017, his exhibition “Bhutanese-Nepali Neighbors” was exhibited at the 
Ohio History Connection and was nominated for the Community Arts Partnership Award by 
the Greater Columbus Arts Council. As a media artist, Mr. Tarey’s documentary, “Women, War 
and Resettlement: Nasro’s Journey,” was aired on WOSU Public Television in 2012, and his 
film “The Darien Gap” was shown in the 2nd United States Conference on African Immigrant and 
Refugee Health. Mr. Tarey received the Arts Freedom Award from the South Side Settlement 
House in 2006; the Ohio Arts Council’s Individual Excellence Award in 2008; and has been 
awarded the Greater Columbus Art Council’s Individual Artist Award. 
 
 


