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Ara G. Beal, MA serves as an artistic associate for Magnolia Theatre Company. Ms. Beal 

recently served as managing artistic director of YS Kids Playhouse and technical theatre 

teacher at Stivers School for the Arts. She works as an adjunct for Wittenberg University's 

Department of Theatre and Dance. Other theatre work includes Town Hall Theatre, PCPA 

Theatrefest, the Cardboard Box Collaborative, and Rising Phoenix Theatre Company. Other 

nonprofit work includes Yellow Springs Community Children's Center, YS Giving Tuesday, and 

Glen Helen Nature Preserve. Academic credentials include a BA from Wittenberg and an MA 

from Miami University, plus course work at the University of Maryland. 

 

Chris Jenkins is a performing violist, educator, and administrator with an interest in equal 

access to music performance and education. He was deputy director and professor of viola 

and violin at the Barenboim-Said Foundation in Ramallah, West Bank, from 2013-14 and 

served as dean of the Sphinx Performance Academy, the Sphinx Organization’s summer 

music program for minority youth. As a performer, Mr. Jenkins has played with the New York 

Philharmonic and St. Louis Symphony Orchestra, toured with Diana Ross, and played with 

Broadway shows such as The Lion King and Les Miserables. In 2011, Mr. Jenkins earned a 

master's from the School of International and Public Affairs at Columbia University, focusing 

on the study of human rights and conflict resolution. He has taught and performed in 

Palestine, Jordan, Lebanon, Pakistan, Israel, China, Colombia, and South Africa, and he leads 

a recurring musical tour in Jordan for Oberlin students. In the summer of 2017, he appeared 

as a guest artist at the Afghan National Institute of Music in Kabul. 

 

Holley Johnson is the executive director for Holmes Center for the Arts. She has a Bachelor of 

Fine Arts in ballet from the University of Utah with a performance emphasis. Mrs. Johnson 

danced professionally with the Atlanta Ballet and the Lexington Ballet and has more than 15 

years of experience teaching dance. 

 

Jordan Knepper, executive director of the Piqua Arts Council, started working in the arts in 

2011 when he became the program coordinator for Gateway Arts Council. Mr. Knepper’s 

program management experience extends back to his work at Botkins High School's Evening 

with the Arts program celebrating various art forms on a schedule throughout the school. 

Currently, Mr. Knepper oversees the day-to-day operations of the Piqua Arts Council, an 

organization currently undergoing unprecedented growth under his stewardship, which 

includes growing their annual budget by more than 300 percent through expansion of their 

membership, sponsorships, and grants. 
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Matt Swift is an academic advisor, program coordinator, and internship supervisor for the 

Ohio State University film studies program. He serves as the production lead for The Journal 

of Short Film (Columbus); a freelance multimedia, digital media, and film consultant; co-

founder of the Columbus Moving Image Art Review; and is a practicing media exhibition artist, 

filmmaker, and presenter. 

 

Scott Woods is a writer and event organizer in Columbus, Ohio. Mr. Woods is the author of 

Urban Contemporary History Month (2016), We Over Here Now (2013) and Prince and Little 

Weird Black Boy Gods (2017) and has been featured multiple times in national press, including 

multiple appearances on National Public Radio. He is the founder of Streetlight Guild, a 

performing arts nonprofit. He is a 2018 Columbus Foundation “Spirit of Columbus Award” 

recipient, as well as the GCAC winner of the 2017 “Columbus Makes Art Excellence Award” for 

his event series “Holler: 31 Days of Columbus Black Art." He was also named the first-ever 

“Face of Columbus” by Columbus Alive. He is the co-founder of the Writers’ Block Poetry Night 

and in 2006 became the first poet to ever complete a 24-hour solo poetry reading, a feat he 

bested seven more times without repeating a single poem. 

 

 

 


