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Curator’s Essay 
 
I believe in artists. They are the great observers of our world. Through their curiosity and 
artistic capabilities they provide insights into the complexities of our daily experiences 
and communicate ideas in unique ways. As director of the Weston Art Gallery, I have the 
pleasure of viewing artists’ work on a regular basis. Studio visits in particular are one of 
the favorite aspects of my job. Curating an exhibition such as the Ohio Art League’s 
Members Exhibition afforded me the opportunity to broaden my perspective and view 
new works from artists, many of whom were unfamiliar to me. 
 
It’s a daunting task selecting artists through projected images, but from a blank slate to 
viewing 72 member artists of the Ohio Art League, 720 works total, I eventually 
narrowed the list to 18. Studio visits were then conducted over two successive 
weekends—one of which was especially memorable when a powerful storm knocked out 
electricity in most of the Columbus area. I found myself viewing artists’ work in their 
driveway or backyard to overcome the lack of light in their homes. The studio visits 
helped to confirm my initial selections and also provided the opportunity to choose final 
artwork. Viewing the work in person and meeting the artists within their unique studio 
settings was a rewarding experience. It also began to generate visual connections between 
the artwork. 
 
While I cannot deny my subjective artistic likes and dislikes in assembling a group 
exhibition such as this, I was pleased with the eclectic and diverse nature of the work I 
had chosen. The 18 artists represented include many seasoned artists with exceptional 
careers and extensive exhibition histories as well as emerging artists, several of whom are 
recent graduates of the Columbus College of Art and Design. Painting, drawing, 
printmaking, photography, and sculpture ranging from representational to total 
abstraction are featured in this exhibition; all reflect a unique sampling of the great 
artistic wealth that is present in Ohio. 
 
I particularly like group exhibitions because of the “dialogue” of visual connections 
prompted by works that have never before occupied the same space. In compiling the 
checklist and reviewing the works I began to see my own set of connections: the rich 
saturation of color and creative use of wood in Tamara Yeager’s figurative tableaus and 
Gretchen Cochran Stevens’ totemic female ensemble; the splendid color of translucent 
surfaces and subtly shifting hues of the paintings of Marc Ross and Ellen O’Connell 
Bazzoli and the coral-like textured constructions of Jonah Jacobs; the varied explorations 
of the built environment thoughtfully presented in the beautiful black and white 
photographs of Steven Elbert and Paul Wilbur and the exquisitely detailed and saturated 



color photographs of Fredrik Marsh and Ardine Nelson, as well as Nicole Crock’s 
humorous cardboard containerized works; the social consequences of insatiable growth 
and consumption explored in the skeletal suspended sculpture installation of Virginia 
Kistler and intimate disaster paintings of Agnes Burris; the elegant and sensitive 
observations of the human form by Denise Buckley, Alex Conrad, Paul Emory, and 
Morris Jackson; and the delicate close-up investigations of the natural world viewed in 
the photographs of Jonathan Johnson and timeless prints of Kathy McGhee.  
 
It is my hope that this exhibition will provide viewers with a thought-provoking and 
inspiring artistic sampling of the many creative approaches artists employ in 
communicating their insightful and thoughtful observations of the world around us. 
 
 
Dennis Harrington 
Director 
Weston Art Gallery 
 
 
 
 


