
 
 
Curator’s Statement  
A Century of Ohio Watercolor 
 
From River to Lake 

 
It is fitting the Ohio Arts Council has chosen an exhibition of watercolors to open its 50th 
anniversary. Watercolor is a medium that artists have employed not only to complete finished 
paintings, but also to sketch ideas, to work out compositions, or to save a moment in time. 
Watercolor is a flexible medium that can be many things to many artists. The paintings in this 
exhibition are as varied as the state itself, from the southern tip on the banks of the Ohio River to 
the northern edge on the coast of Lake Erie. Spanning the years 1915–2015, we are able to see not 
only the breadth and depth of painting talent for which Ohio is recognized, but also the versatility 
of the medium. Because of the properties of watercolor paint—wet, runny, translucent, and 
difficult to control—we see varied techniques in its usage.   
 
Artists choose their medium for different reasons. One quality of waterbased paint is the ability to 
capture the energy in the world around us. In Alice Schille’s “White Houses,” we can almost feel 
the warmth of the sunlight on our shoulders and the coolness of the shadows in her soft 
brushstrokes. Charles Burchfield, in “September Afterglow,” captures the spiritual energy nature 
is radiating, bringing it from the plant life to the paint. Emotional energy is eloquently captured 
by both Henry Keller and August Biehle in very different human conditions. 
 
The flexibility of watercolor is evident as it is able to shift with the modernist influences in 
American painting as seen in “The Sheriff,” painted by Roy Lichtenstein in 1952.  In Jim Dines’s 
1976 familiar “Hearts,” a water-laden, moppy brush is evident throughout, leaving residual 
puddles of color that bleed across the page.  
 
During the mid-1960s through the mid-1970s, Ohio saw the formations of watercolor societies. 
These regional groups formed to further spread the knowledge and mastery of water media.  
 
Becoming an exhibiting member into a group such as the Ohio Watercolor Society has become 
increasingly more competitive, producing top-tier watercolor artists. 
 
The most recent piece is by the youngest painter in the exhibition, Cody Heichel. In his painting 
we see not only a continued effort to push the medium, but we also see that Ohio watercolor 
painting will competently continue through future generations.  
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