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Curator’s Statement 

We take part in leisure activities for the experiences they offer. Sometimes we are drawn to a particular 

activity for its ability to distract us from our daily routines. We might also like the way an activity 

allows us to explore a different side of ourselves. Whether the act is something as laid-back as taking a 

walk or gazing upon open water, or as involved as competing for a top prize in a county fair, we 

mentally and psychologically reconfigure our hobbies: We define them as things other than those which 

confine us or hold us responsible. This is because leisure is, in essence, perceived freedom, time free 

from obligations; it is associated with fun, joy, and imagination.  

How we choose to spend our free time truly defines us. Although this aspect of our lives used to be more 

guarded, social media now spotlights our hobbies and pastimes for all to see. Many employers 

emphasize the importance of separating our professional identities from those of our more casual selves. 

And while there is still room for these varying personas to intersect, the absence of anonymity places 

increasingly greater value on free time in a world with increasingly greater access to our private lives.  

Interestingly, the connecting thread in this exhibition is nostalgia. All images are representational in 

nature and in most cases pay homage to history and memory. They tend to convey happiness in their 

portrayal of moments unencumbered by the weight of the world—moments to which our minds often 

drift when burdened by stress or conflict. In some instances, the subjects enjoying the leisure 

experiences are less obvious, depicted as spectators rather than the objects of focus, as in the paintings 

of Jay Johnston. In other paintings, like those of Carol Griffith, the absence of figures directs the viewer 

to refer to his or her own memories associated with a particular childhood amusement park.   

 

Free time often leads to reflection and introspection—actions obscured by much of the daily grind. 

These are important and healthy exercises. Our pastimes create layers of experience that make for a 

balanced and rich life full of meaning. They bring us delight and clarity while inspiring creativity and 

meditation. They add color to what would otherwise be a rather bland world. After all, all work and no 

play makes Jack a dull boy.    
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