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• By Nancy Gilson
Dispatch Arts Reporter_

' 

Roman Johnson, who will turn 80 in 
September, finds ''Yet Still We Rise" to be an 
"amazing, wonderful title." 

The phrase (and exhibit) is a gathering place 
for more than 60 works in a variety of mediums 
by more than 30 Ohio artists, including Johnson. 

Opening Thursday at the Riffe Gallery, ''Yet 
Still We Rise" marks the first attempt at a 
comprehensive sampling of works, created from 
1920 to 1970, by black artists from Cleveland and 
Columbus. 

"I was from the school of American 
regionalism. I was excited about Paul Robeson 
and Lena Horne," Johnson said. ''There weren't 
any 'African-American' artists back then. We 
were 'colored.' . . .  The war was ugly; the period of 
segregation was ugly. It was an ugly period." 

Ed Colston, 58, brought up the names Martin 
Luther King Jr. and Stokely Carmichael. He 
referred to the social upheaval and "awakening'' 
of the 1960s. 

''The period covered by this exhibit is so large, 
it has to be broken down," said ·curator David 
Barker,59. 

The commonality, he said, results from 
''looking at artists people recognize µi and out of 
this community and how they've brought ·their 
experiences in everyday life to their art. That's 
what I believe art is." 

''Yet Still We Rise: African-American Art in 
Cleveland and Columbus 1920-1970" began as a 
Cleveland show (without the Columbus 
component) in 1996. -

For the joint show, Barker selected nine. 
Columbus artists -living and deceased - whose 
works transcend the period. 

''The most interesting thing to me," Barker 
said, "is the variety of media-represented -
woodblock prints, copper paintings, oil paintings, 
acrylics, ceramics, stained glass, prints. 

''Black, colored, African-American -whatever 
we were -we were doing those things. You will 
see some very, very strong talents in this show.'' 

When ''Yet Still We Rise" opened in 
Cleveland, curators described the art as having 
emerged from "a period of traumatic change and 
demographic shifts in the lives of black 
Americans." 

Black Americans were more openly recognized 
for accomplishments in music, dance, theater and 
literature. - �, -

Only more recently have they been celebrated 
for visual art from ''the peripheral edge of 
oblivion," the catalog states. 

''Mary Bethune and Edward Bannister 
couldn't exhibit in this country," Johnson said. 
''But nothing stopped the artists. We just didn't 
know any better. That's why 'Yet Still We Rise' is 
such an amazing title." 

Johnson and deceased photographer Marion 
Richardson -along with the late Elijah Pierce 
and William Hawkins, both of whom lived into 
their 90s -form the older generation of 
Columbus artists. The younger generation is 
represented by Colston, William Agnew, Kojo 
Kamau, Aminah Robinson and Robert J. Stull. 

''The show gives all ages something to look at, 
identify with," Barker said. 

Johnson and Colston agree with Barker that 
Columbus black artists today make up a close
knit community with, as Colston remarked, "a lot 
of spiritual support." 

Colston, a former reporter for the Columlrus

Citizen.Journal, recalled that Robinson (with 
whom he and Barker attended elementary school) 
encouraged him. 

Barker and Colston lived in the same 
· neighborhood as painter Emerson Burkhart, who,
though not black, served as a linchpin in the
artistic community.

"He didn't know black from white," Johnson
said of Burkhart. "He was the Walt Whitman of
pigment.'' 

· 
.

The curator and artists agree, too, that the
show is representative of black American art of
the period.

'We were seeking our identity," Colston said. 

• 

. Mike Munden / Dispatch 
Representatives of the Columbus component of the exhibit ''Yet Still We Rise" -from left, curator David Barker 
and artists Roman Johnson and Ed Colston - on the grounds of the Ohio Arts Council 

'Yet Still We Rise'-
. joins works by blacks 

from a pe·riod 
of change 

"A lot of my paintings from that period had to do 
with ancestral heritage." 

"Some of the most interesting works," Barker 
said, "are the photographs which depict the 
changing times.'' 

"One of the biggest values of this exhibit," 
Johnson said, "will be that a young painter will be 
able to trace the development, to see where he 
came from." 

Barker hopes that numerous schoolchildren 
visit the exhibit, which will run through Oct 18. 

"I'm not talking about just black kids but all 
kids.''. Vieux Carre (1968), gouache and CQUage, by Cleveland 

artist Clarence Perkins 

■ "Yet Still We Rise: African
American Art in Cleveland and
Columbus 1920-1970'' will open
with a reception from 5 to 7 p.m.
Thursday at the Riffe Gallery, 77 S.
.l;ligh St. The free event will include
music by Gene Walker's Listen for
the Jazz All Stars and, from the
Third Avenue Performance Space,
the Short Stop Drum Ensemble.
The exhibit will continue through
Oct 18. Gallery hours: 11 a.m.-
7:30 p.m. Thursdays and Fridays;
noon-4 p.m. Sah;lrdays and
Sundays; and 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Monday-Wednesday. Admission is
free. For more information,

Couple in Franklin Park by Columbus photographer Marion 
Richardson 

call 644-9624.
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Educator_ to speak on black art
1 

Bing Davis, artist and professor at Central State Universi- r.
ty in Wilberforce, will discuss "African American Art in J 

Context" _at 3 p.m. Sept. 21 at Studio Two Theatre of the
Riffe Center, 77 S. High St. 

The talk is being held in connection with the exhibition 
"Yet Still We Rise: African American Art in Cleveland and 
Columbus 1920-1970," which is on display through Oct. 18 
at the Ohio Arts Council's Riffe Gallery. 

The exhibit is the region's first com.prehensive presenta
. tion of the visual art heritage of Cleveland's and Columbus' 
black communities and includes more than 60 works from 
30 black artists. -

Columbus artists featured include William Agnew, Ed Col
ston, William Hawkins, Roman Johnson, Kojo Kamau, Eli
jah Pierce, Marion Richardson, Aminah Robinson and Robert 
Stull. 

Johnson will discuss his work and the work of other 
Columbus artists at 3 p.rn. Sept. 28 ·in the gallery. 

/ The works were selected from various collections at Cleve
land State University, Karamu House, Cleveland Artists Foun
dation and other public and private collections. The works 
on display from the Columbus area· we.re compiled by cura
tor David Barker, a former gallery owner and director of 
administration at the Greater Columbus Convention and Vis
itors Bureau. 

While the focus of the exhibition is on Cleveland and 
Columbus artists, the works are intended to be representa

. tive of black artists_ throughout the United States from 1920 
to 1970. 

Gallery hours are i 1 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through 
Wednesday, 11 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. Thursday and Friday, and 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. Admission is free. 

'-For more information call 644-9624. 
. "-- . -KARA DICKINSON 

I) 

' 



' 

! 

F) l 1 , (' • .4 
I• 

Page 10 
..;, Buckeye Like Beacon 

�ntertainment. ..
(continuedjrom Page 9).

Orchestra - Mees Hall on the
campus of Capital University,
Bexley. The youth orchestra
opens the concert season at 3
p.m. Oct. 19. The concert fea
tures Shostakovich's "Sym
phony No. 5" and Dvorak's
"Cello Concerto." Call 6 I 4-
228-9600.

Columbus Symphony Con
certs for Families - Ohio The
ater, Columbus. The s�ries
opens at 3 p.m. Nov. 2 with
"Jabberwocky." The four�mem
ber troupe of Tales and Scales
performs with the orchestra,
combining live music, theater
and creative movement in the
story of a boy who suddenly
finds himself transported
through his computer screen
into a virtual.wonderland where
he must battle the Jabberwocky.
Call 1-6 I 4-228-8600 for tick
ets. 

Marion M. Richardson's "Couple in Franklin Park" is featured in_"Yet Still We Rise:African American Art in Cleveland and Columbus 1920 to 1970. See Exhibits.

Capital University Conser
vatory of Music - Hunting ton
Recital Hall on the campus of
Capital University, Bexley.
Double Image, composed of
veteran jazz artists David Fried
man and Dave Samuels, pre
sents a vibraphone-marimba
concert at 8 p.m. Nov. 11. Call
614-231-641 I for tickets.

information. Gangster's Pizza and
Hideout - 161 S. High St.,
Hebron. Tammy's Karaoke 9
p.m. to I a.m. every Monday
and Wednesday. CD sounds of

Gangster Audio every Friday
and Saturday night. Clu_b§ 

�Xhlblt§ 
l)ance 

Saturday October 18, 1997

Licking County Art Asso
ciation Gallery-391 Hudson
Ave., Newark. The theme of the
14th annual Regional Juried
Photographic Exhibition is
"Rural Ohio." The exhibit is
juried by Eric Albrecht, award
winning photographer for the
Columbus Dispatch. The Art
Association plans to award
$ I ,000 in total prizes. The gal
lery will be open from l to 4
p.m. Tuesday through Sunday
for the duration of the show,
which .ends Oct. 25.

1' Riffe Gallery - State and
High streets, (:olumbus. Fifty
years of work by African
American artists is on display
through Oct. 18. "Yet Still We
Rise: African American Art in
Cleveland and Columbus I 920 
to 1970" is the region's first·
comprehensive presentation of
the African American visual art
heritage. The works of more
than 30 artists will be on dis-·
play in media that ranges from
photography, paintings, draw
ings and prints to sculpture and
stained glass.The gallery is
open 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday,
Tuesday, and Wednesday; 11
a.m. to 7:30 p.m. Thursday ·and
Friday; and noon to 4 p.m. Sat-

( continued on Page 11)

BalletMet - Ohio Theater,

City Limits Pub - Blue
Heron Boardwalk Shopping
Center, Ohio 79, Buckeye Lake.
Tammy's Karaoke Show every
Thursday night. Live music ev-

BuzzThru Carry
Out Drive Thru Convenience . . .  

State Minimum Pricing. 

Mondaw ••1h� Fooc1ta11
Columbus. Artistic Director erv Fricfav :inn <::<>t., .. r1°., .,:-1.. ::: 
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·oon't miss 'Yet Still We Rise' - only six weeks to go!
The Columbus Museum of Art 

had a t remendous  Afr ican 
American Art exhibition that 
ended last Sunday. If you missed 

EnTERTIUnmEnT 
PRDrlLE 

BY RON BRYANT 

�wner and director of administra- to the set. "Rewind" will come 
tIon at !he Grea!e.r Columbus on boar<I at midseason. 

· Convention and V1s1tor� Bureau. Rolanda Watts will be Tim 
Ann Caywood Br?wn Is also a Reid's love interest on his 
curat?r ?rt the proiect. . "Sister, Sister" show this fall. 

. '.�1s Is a ground breaking ex- Don't worry folks, Rolanda hasn't 
h1b1t1�:rn both for t.he African abandon ed journalism. She 
American c�mmunit� and the wants to expand creatively and 
art� �ommurnty. Mor� important- this is a great opportunity. Rolan
ly, .It Is a representatI;1e of Black da has several projects in the 
art�sts ac�o�� t�� United States. works and we hope to see some 
This exh1bItIon illustrates how in '98. 
paral lel  id.eas, !a len!s anq "Money Talks� starring Chris 

. ��thodologIes existed In bott\ Tucker (he's alive and well) rack
cities fr?m 19 2Q to 1970. It also \ed up second place honors last 
spans time from slavery days to 
the '30s depression era. This ex-
h ib it ion h a s  s omething for 
everybody. 
. OA� is a state agency estab

lished rn 1965, is committed to 
the economic, educatio·nal and 
cultural. development of the state. 

f . The council believes the arts 
l tha! one you misses a great one. should_ be shared by the people

The Ohio Arts Council (OAC) of (?hi<?. !�e arts arise from
presents its latest endeavor, "Yet �ublic, rnd1v1dual and organiza
Still We Rise: African American tional efforts. The OAC supports 
A.rt in Cleveland and Columbus and �ncourages these efforts. 
1920-1970" is still showing ;in · · Riffe Gallery hours are Mon
the Riffe Gallery at Riffe Center day-Wednesday 11 am -4pm, 
State & High Street downtown. · Thursday and Friday 11 am
Over 30 artists works are on 7:30pm and Saturday and Sun
view in the Gallery through Oc- day 12-4pm. Media support for 
tober 18, 1997. · this exhibition is provided by .the

The artists include Aminah Call & Post and WCKX-FM
Robinson, Kojo Kamau, Roman Pow�r 106. Additional support is
Johnson, William Agnew, Ed · prov1d�d by the . Ohio Building
Cols.ton, the la te Marion M. Authority, Small Business News
Richardson, Willia.m Hawkins, �nd Time_ �arner Communica
Robert J. Stull and Elijah Pierce: t1on. Adm1ss1on to the gallery is

1 These Columbus artists filled the free. If your group would like a
void during a period of change in s�heduled tour ple•cfse c-alnhe-
.Ohio history. Riffe Gallery at (614)644-9624.ln 

This year cultural arts have Other Entertainment News ...

been elevated to an all time high. "Living Single" gets another 
This exhibition offers a look at the s�ason on the FOX Network. The
visual heritage of Cleveland and sitcom has another shot on the air
Columbus. The original idea was at the expense of "Rewind" a
organized by the Cleveland Ar- new show that was placed on the
tists Foundation. Selected works shelf for tweaking. FOX got 8,000 

are from Cleveland State Univer- letters from fans when Living

sity · and Karamu 1-fouse collec- Single" and "New York Under
tions and other public and private · cover" were dropped from their

sources. The local component of . fall rost�r. Living Single Is in 

the exhibition was created by production for 13 _new shows,

David Barker a former gallery but T.C. Carson writ not return

. MATTHEW DUNLOP's "Loving," from 1923 •. (Phofo: Courtesy of the 
artist) � 

weekend at box offices across 
the country. Buena Vista's "G.I.
Jane" was first with $11. 1 million. 
New Line Cinema's "Money 
Talks" made $10 .65 during its first 
week. 

And Finally ... 
Sean "Puffy" Combs, the 

King of Hip Hop, plans to take 
Go spel music in to  the 
mainstream. Puff Daddy's church 
pastor i s  none o ther  than 
Hezekiah Walker from ihe Love 
Fellowship Crusade Choir. When · 
you check out the MTV Music 

Awards (Friday, September 5) 
from New York City, Puffy, Pastor 
and Choir will perform with Bad 
Boy E.,tertainment family mem
bers Faith Evans and 112 as 
they perform the nations No. 1 
tribute song for Notorious B.I.G.
''I'll Be Missing You" is currently
on Billboard's Hot 100 and 
Walkers group is No.6 on the 
magazine's Gos pel  Chart . 
"Puffy" Is also set to release 
Walker and other featured 
Gospel Artists on· a compila
tion CD entitled "Thank You."/

() 
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(Continued from Page 8) 

of Interstate 71 and 17thAvenue, 
Columbus. The village's resident
the-ater ensemble re-creates the
infamo.us trial of the Indian char
acter Jim from Mark Twain's
"Tom Sawyer," at 6 p.m. Oct. 3.
a!Jd· 4. Guests can participate in
the trial and partake in a tradi

•tional 19th century meal. Apples,
Apples, Everywhere, invites
families to lea[!} more about the
effort of Johnny Appleseed while
they make cider, cook with apples
and participate in contests I p.m.
Oct. 4. Children ages 6 to 10 can
learn about the chores that need
to be done on a farm before win
ter I p.m. Oct. 11. Call 1-800-
297-2606 for more information
and to register.

COSI - 280 E. Broad St., 
Columbus. The exhibition "Des
tination: Space," an interactive
science exhibition, continues
through March 8'. "Destination':
Space" features more than"75
original works of art by Robert
Mc�all that chronicles the his
tory of the space pi:ogram and
speculates on the future of space

. exploration. Interactive� fi�st
hand, and full-body experiences
that showcase space technology
combine with the-art.The 6,000-
square-foot exhibition encour
ages visitors to visualize and bet
ter understand the importance of
space exploration. COSI is open
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday ·and noon to 
5:30 p.m. Sunday. Call 614-228-.
COSI for more information.

Indian Mound Mall -
South 30th Street and Ohio 79, 
Beath. Ted Siebert, sand sculp
tor, will present this unique art
now to Sept. ·30 during �egular

phony Orchestra, Sept. 27; ·
Happy Birthday Zanesville, a gi
ant birthday cake with candles
and a fireworks display; 6 p.m.
Oct, 3, Y Bridge; Grand Finale
Fireworks, 9 p.m. Oct. 3, Y 
Bridge; Grand Parade, 11 a.m.
Oct. 4 downtown Zanesville.

Franklin Park <;:onserva
tory and-Botanical Gardens -
1777 E .. Broad St., Columbus.
Central Ohio Orchid Society Fall
Show, Oct. 4 and 5; Central Ohio
Chrysanthemum Society Show, 

· Oct. 4 and 5; Fall Flower Display
- English -Country Garden, now
to Nov. 1_5; outdoor sculpture ex
hibit, now to Oct. 5; Treehouse
Exhibit, Oct. 4 to Jan. 4. For more
information, call 614-645-TREE. 

Beni Kosh's "Untitled 1957" is part of the Ohio Arts Council's·latest exhibit at Riffe: Gallery 
called, "Yet Still We Rise·: African American Art in Clevel?nd and Columbus 1920 to 1970." 
See Exhibits. 

Ye Olde Mill - Ohio· 13; 
Utica. The historic grist mill with
water. wheel, home of Velvet Ice
Cream Co., features an 1817 ice
cream parlor and restaurant,
Ohio's only ice cream museum,
an ice cream viewing gallery and
gift shop. Ye Olde Mill js open 
11 a.m. to 9 p.m. seven days a
week until Qct. 31. Upcoming
events: Classic Brass, Sept., 28;
Ohio Bagpipers, 3 to 5 p.m. Oct.
5; North Coast Cloggers, 3 to 5
p.m. Oct. 12; Gene Perrine, 3 to
5 p.m. Oct. 19.

,. 

mall hours.
Ohio Renaissance Festival 

- 5 miles east of Waynesville on
Ohio 73 at Harveysburg. A 16th
century English village will be
recreated now to Oct. 12, com
plete with 160 costumed per
formers, full-armored jousting,
strolling minstrels, 130 master

craftspeople and food ancl drink.
Open 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. week
ends. Cali 513-897�7000.

Zanesville Bicentennial 
eve_nts - Various sites, 
Zanesville. The community on
the Muskingum River marks its
100th anniversary with a variety
of events throughout the year.

.,... ,));-1-:Jecorative items for home, patio & garden.
· '· '"P herons • and much mote ·

Upcoming: Opening concert at
Secrest Auditorium, a special
birthday pops concert presented
by the Southeastern Ohio Sym- '(Continued on Page 11) 

Every Monday - Mug Night 

Every Thursday - 8:00pm - 12:00am 
Tammy's Karaoke Show 

Every Friday & Saturday Night -
Live Music 

City Limits Pub at Blue Heron Boardwalk 
Rt. 79 & Rt. 360 • Ba.ckeye lake • 928-6260 
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